“Lord, Stand By Me!”

…the Lord stood by him…Acts 23:11
INTRO:  Review events up to now in Paul’s life that have resulted in him being where he was.

I. Paul’s Companion

“…the Lord stood by him, and said…”
1) The Lord’s Promise

I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. John 14:18
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. Matt. 28:20
2) The Lord’s Provision

Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night by a vision, Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace: Acts 18:9
And it came to pass, that, when I was come again to Jerusalem, even while I prayed in the temple, I was in a trance; [18] And saw him saying unto me, Make haste, and get thee quickly out of Jerusalem: for they will not receive thy testimony concerning me. Acts 22:17-18

For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve, [24] Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before Caesar: and, lo, God hath given thee all them that sail with thee. Acts 27:23-24

At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge. [17] Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion. 2 Ti. 4:16-17
II. Paul’s CHEER

“Be of good cheer”

1) The Commendation 

For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake. Acts 9:16
For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake; Philip. 1:29
Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 2 Tim. 3:12
For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. 1 Peter 2:20
But and if ye suffer for righteousness' sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled; 1 Peter 3:14
For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil doing. 1 Peter 3:17
Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf. 1 Peter 4:16
Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their souls to him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator. 1 Peter 4:19
2) The Courage: Jesus did often!
PALISIED MAN: And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus seeing their faith said unto the sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee. Matthew 9:2
WOMAN OF BLOOD: But Jesus turned him about, and when he saw her, he said, Daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith hath made thee whole. And the woman was made whole from that hour. Matt 9:22
DISCIPLES IN BOAT: But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid. Mt. 14:27
BLIND MAN: And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to be called. And they call the blind man, saying unto him, Be of good comfort, rise; he calleth thee. Mk 10:49
DISCIPLES: These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. John 16:33
III. Paul’s Confidence    

“so must thou bear witness also at Rome”
1) The Command -  “so must thou”
2) The Confidence! W/every command a promise!

THE DESIRE: …Paul purposed in the spirit, when he had passed through Macedonia and Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, saying, After I have been there, I must also see Rome. 19:21 For which cause also I have been much hindered from coming to you. But now having no more place in these parts, and having a great desire these many years to come unto you;  Whensoever I take my journey into Spain, I will come to you: for I trust to see you in my journey, ….. Romans 15:22-24
GOD’S WILL: Making request, if by any means now at length I might have a prosperous journey by the will of God to come unto you. For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may be established; … Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes I purposed to come unto you, (but was let hitherto,) that I might have some fruit among you also, even as among other Gentiles. Romans 1:10-13

Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding him. Acts 28:31

INVITATION: Troubled? Discouraged? Need to be reassured?  In altar or there pray w/me “Lord, stand by me!”

Please let us know how this sermon outline has helped you via email MySermonOutline@whatagod.com.
