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May 15, 2002

THE AWESOME WORD OF GOD

Acts 17

I. RESPONDING TO THE WORD (Thes.) 1-9

Reasoned, Opening and Alleging …I Preach”

1) Key Words 1-4

a. Reasoned = questions & answers Socratic

b. Opening = explained, make understandable

Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures? Luke 24:32 Emmaus Road

c. Alleging = to place alongside, O.T. Scriptures and Jesus life & ministry!
d. Preaching = “announce down” Jesus - Christ!

“…some believed, great multitude, not a few”!

2) King Worries 5-9 het'-er-os; other or different

Conquers w/ ambassadors not armies; love & truth not weapons of hurt & hate; eternal peace by upsetting worldly peace; cross where He died not others death 

II. RESEARCHING THE WORD (Bera) 10-15

“received, readiness of mind, searched... daily”
1) Their Character 10-11a – well born, nobelman; “readiness of mind” predisposition, openness - truth

2) Their Caution 11b an-ak-ree'-no; searched = scrutinize, investigate, determine, “tried the spirits”
3) Their Conversion 12 - many believed; not a few. 

III. RIDICULING THE WORD (Athens) 16-34

TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. ye ignorantly worship

1) The City 16-21 -  Decline, center culture and education, Gk. Religion – deification human attributes & powers of nature, Philosophy – 2 schools: Epicurean = pursuit of pleasure, atheists, materialist, “ENJOY LIFE” Stoics = rejected pagan worship, one “world god”, pantheists, pursued personal discipline & self control, “ENDURE LIFE”  BABBLER = “seed picker” gutter sparrow

2) The Sermon: 222-31 Masterful, started with unknown God, ended w/ repent trust Jesus!
a. The Greatness of God 24 (Creator) – Three questions: Where come from, Why here, Where going? Science attempts first, Phil. Second, Only Christian Faith all three!

b. The Goodness of God v25 (Provider) In these two statements wipes out religion of Greece! God can’t be contained in a temple, nor does He “need” temple service!

c. The Government of God 26-29 (Ruler) Gk. gods distant, no concern problems needs of men.  God of Creation also God of History & Geography.  Created all form “one Man”. Gk. thought “supreme race” indeginous/native. THEREFORE all men ought seek Him and give honor due Creator!

d. The Grace of God  30-31 (Savior) God’s patience at former ignorance has ended with the perfect revelation of Himself in Jesus. New start, new accountability - REPENT!  Judgement is established: Day is set, standard is set (in righteousness), Judge is set and certified! 

NOTE: This sermon is “Christianity for Pagans”. 1st Lesson starts w/confessed ignorance of the divine nature.  2nd Lesson is about “this Man” to encourage them to know more about Him!

3) The Skeptics 32-34 Resurrection blew them away!  Three responses to Paul’s gospel witness: some mocked (to throw out the lip), some delayed (read quote NIC p.364), some believed!  Small harvest doesn’t mean wasted time!  Shallow ground, overrun with weeds, but any harvest is worth it! “For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called:” 1 Cor. 1:26 But some are!  Take the gospel to Athens!
INVITATION: How will you respond to Awesome Word of God?  Receive, Research, Ridicule?

Please let us know how this sermon outline has helped you via email MySermonOutline@whatagod.com.
